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MEMORANDUM FOR: MARTINS FERRY HIGH SCHOOL 

FROM:   JOE MAMONE, PRINCIPAL 

SUBJECT:   SCHOOL CLOSURE/COVID-19 UPDATE 

DATE:   MARCH 15, 2020 

 

MARTINS FERRY CITY SCHOOLS WILL BE CLOSED EFFECTIVE 

IMMEDIATELY. THE OFFICES OF ALL FOUR BUILDINGS ON CAMPUS WILL BE 

OPEN THIS WEEK FROM 8:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. BUILDING ADMINISTRATORS 

WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ANSWER SCHOOL-RELATED QUESTIONS AND TO 

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS TO PICK UP HARD COPIES 

OF ASSIGNMENTS. 

As you are aware, the Coronavirus pandemic is currently affecting everyone. On 

Monday, March 16, 2020, students were to receive detailed instructions of how to access and 

complete classwork over the next three weeks. This classroom instruction, no matter the means, 

is mandatory during this period in which the doors to the school remain closed. I want everyone 

to keep in mind the policy regarding grades that will hold true during this time frame: if students 

fail the 4th nine weeks period in a class and fail the final exam, the student will fail the class. We 

certainly do not want this to be the case for any of our students. During this shutdown, teachers 

are still required to teach, administer tests, and record grades. The governor has already stated 

that instruction is not to cease while the doors to the schools are closed. He also admitted that 

initially referring to the situation as an extended three-week spring break was a bad choice of 

words.  
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All of us—administrators, teachers, students, parents, and community members--need to 

make a concerted effort to communicate with one another as we work through this difficult time. 

The school will be utilizing the following platforms to inform everyone of new information 

regarding the COVID-19 situation:  

• the district/high school website—mfcsd.k12.oh.us (Please check both.) 

• Twitter--@mfhs_riders 

• Instagram--@mfhs_riders 

• school email (Gmail using student’s Google login) 

• MFCSD All-Call RIDER WATCH system (Please register through the Belmont 

County 911 link on the district webpage if you have not done so.) 

As we have come to learn, information may be changing rapidly. Thus far, we have been 

provided with great guidance and best practices from the federal, state and local levels. You can 

reference two very useful websites for the latest updates:  

1.) OhioChannel.org:  At 2:00 p.m. on Monday thru Saturday, Governor Mike DeWine 

will address the public with updates around the Coronavirus. If any new orders are to be 

issued, he will announce them during these updates. Governor DeWine has been 

accompanied by the Lt. Governor and senior advisors from the Ohio Department of 

Health during these meetings. You are able to stream these press conferences through the 

ohiochannel.org, Facebook, or most social media platforms.  

2.) Coronavirus.ohio.gov:  This website has been put together by the Ohio Department of 

Health and has all of the latest information regarding the virus and how it is affecting 

Ohioans.  

The school is here to help meet any needs that you have.  Students, I want to commend 

all of you on the hard work you have put forth through three grading periods this school year. 

Certainly, many things are in question at this point. Seniors, my heart breaks for you all. These 
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are meant to be the fun times. This is when you are to be making plans for senior prom, 

graduation parties, college choices, and anything else that comes along with the completion of 

the journey that you started when you were five years old.  We all have many of the same 

questions. 

1.) When will school resume? As of now, school will resume April 6, 2020.     

2.) How am I going to earn my remaining credits? Complete coursework online and/or 

make arrangements to pick up hard copies of assignments/assessments.  We expect to 

receive further guidance from the state. 

3.) What will I do for state-testing? Should we return on April 6, I have updated the state 

testing schedule should they require us to take them. 

5.) How will graduation go?  The state has assured us they will provide us with guidance 

on how to proceed with graduation. 

4.) What is going to happen with winter/spring sports? Unfortunately, the winter sports 

tournaments are still in limbo. As of now, spring sports are set to resume practicing on 

April 6 through April 10. The spring sports season is scheduled to begin on April 11.  

5.) How will all other extra-curriculars and prom be handled? These will have to be 

handled on an individual basis moving forward.  

The administration and faculty will work together to make the remainder of this school 

year as normal as possible. Obviously, plans will be made and at times have to be readjusted as 

we receive guidance from federal, state, and local officials. 

Please keep in mind that we all need to practice SOCIAL DISTANCING. This is the 

reason that the schools are closing. You can find all of the latest data about how the Coronavirus 

can be transmitted on the cornoavirus.ohio.gov website. At this point in time, we need to be 

extremely cautious around the elderly and any person whose immune system may be 
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compromised. This really is not the time to be out in public unless it is absolutely necessary. The 

governor stated in an address earlier this week that we only need to go out for things that are an 

absolute necessity.  Remember to adhere to the guidance of federal, state and local officials. 

Governor Mike DeWine’s press releases are scheduled Monday thru Saturday at 2:00 p.m. and 

will be livestreamed through the ohiochannel.org website or the Ohio Channel Facebook page.  

This is a time when the Purple Rider community needs to pull together for one another. 

There is no question that difficult times lie ahead, but handling these situations with resilience is 

what makes us Purple Riders.  Take care of one another and stay safe. 

Go Riders! 

Sincerely, 

 

Joe Mamone, Principal  

Martins Ferry High School 


